Intraspecific nest parasitism (INP) is common among precocial birds, but there are fewer reports of INP among altricial birds (Yom-Tov 1980 , Rohwer & Freeman 1989 . There are several possible explanations for this dichotomy, one of which is that much more work has been done on this aspect in waterfowl than in other birds (Rohwer & Freeman 1989) . Another explanation is that the cost of rearing an unrelated chick is greater for altricial birds, which invest more in rearing chicks than in production of eggs (Yom-Tov 1980 , Rohwer & Freeman 1989 . In most temperate bird species, laying females tend to reduce nest detection by predators by avoiding the vicinity of their nests during the day except for the short time required to lay an egg (Pettingel 1967) . However, by staying in or around their nest, females may decrease the rate of INP in their nests, and one would predict that nest guarding will occur mainly among altricial species (Rohwer (Gowaty et al. 1989) and are most aggressive towards other females during early stages of the nesting cycle (Gowaty & Wagner 19883 , and nest guarding can reduce the rate of INP in Barn Swallows Himndo mstica (Mdler 1987 (Mdler , 1989 .
The Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca is one of the best studied European passerines but, in their book on its biology, Lundberg & Alatalo (1 992) found no evidence for INP among the population they studied in Finland, and concluded that egg dumping in this species must be very *Corresponding author.
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MATERIAL AND METHODS
This study was conducted in Abergywngregyn Nature Reserve, North Wales (53"15'N, 04"07W), where Pied
Flycatchers breed in wooden nestboxes. As in all other passerines, female flycatchers normally lay one egg each morning until the completion of the clutch, and start incubation on the day the last egg is laid. Thus, the appearance of more than one egg per day in a nest is an indication of INP (Yom-Tov 1980) . The study area is a mature oak forest on a hill slope, where 50 nestboxes were placed in an area of about 50 ha. We followed the population from nest building onwards during the breeding season in 1998. Each nest was checked between late morning and early afternoon every second day and the number of eggs laid noted, as well as the presence of a female in the nest, if she was found sitting on the eggs or flew off as we approached the nest (frequently females were aware of our approach even before we reached the nest).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Between 1-24 May 1998, female flycatchers laid eggs in 28 boxes. Mean clutch size was 7.25 eggs (sd = 0.84, range 5-93, In most nests one egg appeared per day, but in two nests (numbers 7 and 22) two eggs appeared on one day. These extra eggs appeared after the laying of the first and fifth eggs, respectively, and final clutch size in both nests was eight eggs. It is possible that one of the extra eggs in box 7 was laid by a neighboring female, as in a nearby nestbox (number 23, less than 50 m away from box 7) the sequence of laying was interrupted for one day after the laying of the first egg, on the day that an extra egg appeared in nestbox 7. One of the extra eggs was very distinctive from the other eggs in the box, being paler and having a different shape. Hence, INP occurred in 7.1°/0 of the nests. In another study area, on the other side of the valley, no case of INP was noted among the 23 occupied nestboxes there. When the rate of INP is calculated for both areas, it is 3.9%. We calculated the probability of detection (PJ for dumped eggs in our different brood sizes using the method of Gowaty and Bridges (1991) Eggs before the last egg respectively, and therefore an average probability of detecting INP in the flycatcher at Aber in 1998 of 0.749. Hence, the estimated rate of INP in our study area is 3.9/0.75 = 5.20/. This value is very similar to those reported in other studies of this species (Haland 1986 , Gelter Sr Tegelstriim 1992 .
Females were present in nestboxes even before the completion of their clutch, and the rate of female presence was positively related to the number of eggs in the nest box ( P = 0.0054, r? = 0.824; Fig. 1 ). Females were present at their nests during 44.4% of nest checks on the day before the last egg was laid, while during the first 7 days after incubation started they were present, or the eggs found warm, in 94.6% of nest checks (sd = 5.85; Total 175 nest checks; Fig. 1 eggs, respectively (Meijer 1990) . INP is very common in the Common Starling (see Rohwer & Freeman 1989 for review) , and the increased presence of the female in the nest during the egg-laying period in both Pied Flycatcher and Common Starling might be considered nest guarding. In one case in the present study, we found a dead female in a nestbox, the eggs in this nest were not damaged, and the ringed female carried on laying in this box normally.
Apparently, the dead female was killed by either the female or male inhabiting this box. Thus, INP occurs at a low rate in the Pied Flycatcher, and females guard and defend their nests against INP during the time they are most vulnerable to it.
